Introduction

The last time I spoke I talked about the Goodness of God. One of our response to God’s Goodness is that of being THANKFUL. 
What is our response? Our response to the goodness of God is praise and thanksgiving

I want to expand on that today because I believe that being thankful to God is very important in the life of a Christian, very important in our lives as His children.
What is Thankfulness?

feeling or expressing gratitude; appreciative.

warmly or deeply appreciative of kindness or benefits received; thankful:

1. Why should we BE THANKFUL?
Because it is commanded in the Bible – Psalm 136:1 

1 O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is good: for his mercy endureth forever.

2 O give thanks unto the God of gods: for his mercy endureth forever.

3 O give thanks to the Lord of lords: for his mercy endureth forever.

As children we were taught that saying thank you is good manners. Two prominent words were PLEASE and THANK YOU. Sadly in our world today it seems that these two words are missing from many peoples vocabulary. 
Because God is good

God is merciful

God is righteous

God is grace

We are thankful because of who God is.

One of the great admonition found in the Bible is that of being Thankful and expressing Thankfulness.

 Being thankful should not only be relative to how we feel or what we have and other do not. 

When we thank someone it is not because they did something for us that they did not do for someone else. In the same way we thank God not because we have and others do not but because of who God is.

Being thankful to the right person for the right reason brings happiness

2. Who should we BE THANKFUL to?

We all know the importance of expressing gratitude.

 Whenever someone does something for us however small or great our response is to say THANK YOU.

Being thankful to GOD and expressing it is a key hallmark of our spiritual maturity
8 The Lord is gracious, and merciful; Slow to anger, and of great lovingkindness.

9 The Lordis good to all; And his tender mercies are over all his works.

10 All thy works shall give thanks unto thee, O Lord; And thy saints shall bless thee.

11 They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, And talk of thy power;

12 To make known to the sons of men his mighty acts, And the glory of the majesty of his kingdom.

13 Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, And thy dominion endureth throughout all generations. Psalm 145:8-13

3. When should we BE THANKFUL?

It is good to give thanks to the LORD, and to sing praises to Your name, O Most High; To declare Your lovingkindness in the morning, and Your faithfulness every night,"  Psalm 92:2 NKLV 

At midnight I will rise to give thanks unto thee because of thy righteous judgments. Psalm 119:62 KJV

"Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus." I Thessalonians 5:18, NIV.

Colossians 3:17, NKJV. “And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.”

Start the day with a thankful attitude and end the day with it.

4. How should we BE THANKFUL?

With our lips but also with our hearts. Psalm 138:1-2
1 I will give thee thanks with my whole heart: Before the gods will I sing praises unto thee.

2 I will worship toward thy holy temple, And give thanks unto thy name for thy lovingkindness and for thy truth: For thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name.

Being thankful is a choice. Leviticus 22:29, NKJV. “And when you offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving to the LORD, offer it of your own free will.”

5. What should we BE THANKFUL for?

In everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.   1 Thessalonians 5:18

The list is endless

We thank Him for what he has done for us

What he has given us Psalms 103: 2, NIV. "Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits."
But more that we thank Him for who He is

His INCOMMUNICABLE attributes

      He is omnipotent

      He is omnipresent

      He is omniscient

      He is self-existent

      He is eternal 

      He is immutable

      He is infinite

  His COMMUNICABLE attributes 

     He is holy   

     He is love   

     He is just

     He is righteous

     He is gracious

     He is good

Give thanks in every situation.  I Thessalonians 5:18, NIV. "Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus."

Give thanks to God for His blessings.  Psalms 103: 2, NIV. "Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits."

Give thanks for you are redeemed. Psalms 107: 1-2, NKJV. “Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever. Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, whom He has redeemed from the hand of the enemy"

Give thanks for all the good God does for you. Psalms 107:8, NKJV. “Oh, that men would give thanks to the Lord for His goodness, and for His wonderful works to the children of men!”

Give thanks to God for the victory is ours!  1 Corinthians 15:57, NKJV. “But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

2 Corinthians 2:14-15, NKJV. “Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and through us diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge in every place. For we are to God the fragrance of Christ among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing."

Give thanks to God for the good people in your life. 1 Thessalonians 1:2, NKJV. “We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers,”

Give thanks to God for all the people in your life – even those in authority. 1 Timothy 2:1-2, NKJV. “Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence.”

Give thanks to God to let others know where your good gifts come from. Psalms 69:30, NKJV. “I will praise the name of God with a song, and will magnify Him with thanksgiving.”

Give thanks to God who made us qualified! Colossians 1:12, NKJV. “giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light.”

Give thanks to God because He reigns. Revelation 11:17, NKJV. “Saying: ‘We give You thanks, O Lord God Almighty, The One who is and who was and who is to come, because You have taken Your great power and reigned.”

And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. Romans 8:28


Jesus, we just want to thank You,

Jesus, we just want to thank You,

Jesus, we just want to thank You,

Thank You for being so good
Thankfulness

Where are we to be thankful?

In the house of the Lord – Enter His gates with thanksgiving in your heart

Where ever we find ourselves

Being thankful is not only expressed by the lips but also by our hands and feet

 “Whether your life is happy or not is your own choice.

Many people think I can't live a normal life because

I don't have arms or legs.

I could choose to believe that and give up trying.

I could stay at home and wait for others to take care of me.

Instead, I choose to believe that I can do anything,

and I always try to do things my own way.

I choose to be happy.

I am happy because I am always thankful.”

― Nick Vujicic, Give Me A Hug : 8 Life Lessons From Nick Your Kids Cannot Miss

Nicholas James Vujicic (Serbian: Николас Џејмс Вујичић, Nikolas Džejms Vujičić) is a Serbian Australian evangelist and motivational speaker born with tetra-amelia syndrome, a rare disorder characterized by the absence of all four limbs. As a child, he struggled mentally and emotionally as well as physically, but eventually came to terms with his disability and, at the age of seventeen, started his own non-profit organization, Life Without Limbs. Vujicic presents motivational speeches worldwide, on life with a disability, hope and finding meaning in life. He also speaks about his belief that God can use any willing heart to do his work and that God is big enough to overcome any and all disabilities.

“Do not say, 'But it is hypocritical to thank God with my tongue when I don't feel thankful in my heart.' There is such a thing as hypocritical thanksgiving. Its aim is to conceal ingratitude and get the praise of men. That is not your aim. Your aim in loosing your tongue with words of gratitude is that God would be merciful and fill your words with the emotion of true gratitude. You are not seeking the praise of men; you are seeing the mercy of God. You are not hiding the hardness of ingratitude, but hoping for the in-breaking of the Spirit.

Thanksgiving with the Mouth Stirs Up Thankfulness in the Heart

Thanksgiving stirreth up thankfulness in the heart.”

― John Piper, When the Darkness Will Not Lift: Doing What We Can While We Wait for God--And Joy

Jesus, we just want to thank You,

Jesus, we just want to thank You,

Jesus, we just want to thank You,

Thank You for being so good

